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New Game Asks Players to Clean the Ocean of Plastic 

Sarah Gibbens 

Photo Credit: nationalgeographic.com 

 

Video games are now becoming more environmentally       

aware with the new game, “Dumb Ways to Kill the          

Ocean.” The game raises awareness on three issues        

facing oceans: plastic, ocean warming, and coral       

degradation. Activities such as word scrambling and       

“grabbing” plastic in a set amount of time educate the          

public by stressing the importance of our oceans. The         

mission of the game aligns with the UN SDG’s, and is           

free to play online at https://gamingfortheoceans.org.  
 

Link to Article: 
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/ocean-plastic-warmi

ng-coral-bleaching-environment/ 
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On Thai Beach, Grim Symbol of the Rise of Plastic 

Pollution 

Mike Ives 

Photo Credit: nytimes.com 

A pilot whale washed ashore in southern Thailand        

recently in critical condition, with nearly 18 pounds of         

plastic in its stomach. This is yet another reminder of          

the global problem of plastic pollution in our oceans.         

Consumers must change their behavior and more       

pressure must be put on plastic producers. 

 
Link to Article: https://nyti.ms/2LXdKsI 

SeaWorld, Ikea and Royal Caribbean are getting rid of 

plastic straws and bags 

Darryl Fears 

Photo Credit: washingtonpost.com 

Each of these three major conglomerates are making        

strides towards eliminating plastics in their business       

model. It may be partially in response to a recent surge           

in social media due to the death of a pilot whale whose            

autopsy showed 80 plastic bags in its stomach.  
 

Link to Article: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2

018/06/11/seaworld-ikea-and-royal-caribbean-are-getting-rid-of-pla

stic-straws-and-bags/?utm_term=.21e25c84bea4 
 

 

 

 

Record levels of plastic discovered in Arctic sea ice 

Matthew Taylor 

Photo Credit: theguardian.com 

Ice cores retrieved from five regions in the Arctic Ocean          

contained an unprecedented amount of plastic. For this        

reason, the Arctic is considered a sink for plastic         

pollution, greater than the more known Pacific garbage        

patch. 

 
Link to Article: 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/apr/24/record-le

vels-of-plastic-discovered-in-arctic-sea-ice 
 

Antarctic ice loss has tripled in a decade. If that 

continues, we are in serious trouble 

Chris Mooney 

Photo Credit: washingtonpost.com 

The melting ice caps are adding 200 billion tons of ice to            

the ocean each year, raising sea levels by half a          

millimeter annually. Scientists say that we have scarcely        

a decade to cut our greenhouse gas emission levels if          

we want to avoid the most devastating effects of global          

warming. Full cooperation in the Paris Agreement       

would not be able to stop the melting, but it can still            

mitigate the effects. 
 

Link to Article: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2

018/05/16/humans-are-causing-massive-changes-in-the-location-of-

water-all-over-the-earth-nasa-says/?utm_term=.b07babf6f2da 
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For Electric Cars Without a Plug, Thank Tesla (the 

Scientist) 

Stephen Williams 

Photo Credit: nytimes.com 

More than a century ago, Nikola Tesla used        

electromagnetic energy to transfer power over an “air        

gap” between two coils. Now, wireless, or inductive,        

charging is the next frontier for hybrid and electric         

vehicles. This is expected to make charging your car as          

simple as pulling into your parking spot and walking         

away, making it a more convenient and attractive        

option for consumers. 

 
Link to Article: https://nyti.ms/2LJMMV4 

 

A Year After Trump’s Announcement To Pull-out of 

Paris Agreement, U.S. Companies Are Driving a 

Renewables Boom 
Brad Plumer 

Photo Credit: nytimes.com 

Despite the United State’s intention to pull out of the          

Paris Agreement, dozens of Fortune 500 companies       

such as Apple and Google are voluntarily investing        

billions of dollars in new wind and solar projects to          

power their operations. The ultimate goal is for        

companies to reach 100% renewable energy, however if        

a difference is to be made, small companies too must          

make the shift to renewables. 

 
Link to Article: https://nyti.ms/2LPQ7Cj 

 

Arizona water utility chooses solar over coal 

Jessica Kutz 

Photo Credit: hcn.org 

The Navajo Generating Station is the largest       

coal-burning power plant on the Western half of the         

United States, and is soon faced with closure. The         

Department of the Interior has been pressuring an        

Arizona water utility group called Central Arizona       

Project to use the coal plant for power, yet they chose           

to use solar energy instead.  

 
Link to Article: 

https://www.hcn.org/articles/coal-arizona-water-utility-chooses-sol

ar-over-coal 

 

Africa’s most famous trees are dying, and scientists 

suspect a changing climate 

Chris Mooney 

Photo Credit: washingtonpost.com 

Many of the oldest and largest baobab trees in Africa          

are dying in unprecedented degrees. Baobabs are       

important not only because of their cultural       

importance, but because they are a large food source as          

well. Scientists speculate that they are failing to get         

enough nutrients due to increasing severity of drought        

caused by climate change. 

 
Link to Article: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2

018/06/11/africas-most-famous-trees-are-collapsing-and-scientists-s

uspect-a-changing-climate/?utm_term=.ca57dc6bb91f 
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